PLATT,  PRINTER,  WIGAN. 


a 


<S‘  . 

Ci 


02) 

K< 

Co 


K-i 

4^ 


ASPULL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28813509 


4 


In  111}^  report  of  the  year  ending  1903,  I had  reason  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory 
cleansing  of  ashpits,  etc.  There  lias  been  since  that  time  a very  considerable  improvement  in  this  de- 
partment. I would  still  imirress  the  necessity  of  more  freciuent  cleansing,  and  methodical  attention. 

The  Workshops  are  generally  small,  few  persons  being  employed  in  each,  with  the  exception  of  a 
^^’eaving  and  Spinning  IMill  and  a large  Fitting  Works.  All  have  been  regularly  inspected.  They  are 
generally  in  good  condition,  and  do  not  contravene  an}'  of  the  regulations  of  the  Factory  and  "Workshop 
Act.  The  sanitary  convenience  at  a portion  of  the  Spinning  Mill  are  arranged  on  an  old  principle, 
but  the  owners  are  entertaining  a scheme  which  will  be  a great  improvement,  and  will  place  these  matters 
on  a modern  plan. 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  district  have  been  made  by  myself  and  the  Nuisance  Inspector.  The 
House  accommodation  is  generally  very  good,  and  there  are  distinct  evidences  of  improving  cleanliness, 
lime-washing  and  cleaning  down  more  frequent.  Single  houses  are  gradually  disappearing,  and  back 
streets  and  yards  are  in  much  better  condition,  whilst  the  general  road  improvement  and  the  making 
of  new  ones  cannot  fail  to  have  a permanent  good  influence. 

The  drainage  is  good,  and  sewage  efficiently  dealt  with  by  the  Wigan  Authorities.  Cowsheds  and 
Dairies  are  in  fair  condition,  and  may  be  considered  satisfactory.  Slaughter-houses  are  in  good  order. 

The  unhealthy  condition  of  2 bakehouses,  to  which  I had  occasion  to  draw  your  attention,  has  now 
been  remedied.  In  one  case  the  premises  are  no  longer  used  for  that  purpose,  a new  and  commodious 
building  having  been  erected,  and  in  the  other  case,  such  alterations  have  been  made  as  to  satisfy  all 
requirements. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  made  regular  inspections  of  the  district,  and  rejiorts  as  follows ; 


Legal  Notices  served  for  overcrowded  houses  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  drains,  gullies,  wet  and  foul  ashpits, 

and  other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

New  Closets  and  Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


Arrangements  have  been  made  with  owners  and  agents  of  projoerty,  that  when  a nuisance  is  caused 
by  stopped  drains  or  gullies,  the  cause  of  such  stoppage  is  at  once  remedied  by  the  Council’s  employees, 
and  the  cost  charged  to  the  owners.  Much  inconvenience  and  delay  is  thereby  avoided. 

HENRY  GIBSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

I am  of  opinion  that  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  Township  is  steadily  improving.  There 
seems  to  be  an  increasing  interest  taken  by  the  inhabitants  in  their  surroundings,  and  a desire  to  assist 
the  sanitary  officers  in  their  duties. 

No  offensive  trades  have  been  carried  on,  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  condemn  any  articles  of 
food  exposed  for  sale. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Obediently  yours, 

L.  COOKE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Seveiitj-oiie  cases  of  Zymotic  diseases  wei'e  rojiorted  duiiiig  tlie  year  as  follows:  — 
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Althougli  the  health  of  the  district  has  been  so  remarkably  good,  and  the  number  of  infectious 
cases  comparatively  small,  we  have  had  from  time  to  time,  a few  cases  of  Scarlet  and  Enteric  fevers,  and 
early  in  June,  New  Springs  was  visited  with  a smart  outbreak  of  measles. 


A large  number  of  children  were  almost  simultaneously  attacked,  and  the  disease  could  clearly  be 
traced  to  St.  John's  Schools.  I advised  their  closure  with  most  beneficial  results,  the  epidemic  rapidly 
subsided,  and  it  is  most  gratifying  to  know  that  no  deaths  were  ascribed  to  it. 

Of  the  37  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  reported,  the  greater  number  occurred  in  Stanley  Road,  Ratcliffe 
Road,  Bolton  Road,  and  Scot  Lane  Districts ; a few  only  scattered  over  New  Springs  and  Top  Lock. 
The  Enteric  Fevers  (14)  were  not  limited  to  any  particular  locality,  but  v/ere  generally  distributed  over 
the  district ; of  3 of  the  deaths  2 were  in  the  Fever  Sanatorium,  in  each  case  a careful  inspection  was 
made  of  the  premises,  and  any  defect  in  the  sanitary  arrangements  remedied.  There  was,  however, 
nothing  found  of  such  a nature  to  enable  us  to  trace  the  disease  conclusively. 

The  most  important  matter  to  which  I had  on  several  occasions  to  draw  your  notice  was  the  irregu- 
lar water  supply  to  the  higher  parts  of  the  district,  notably  Ratcliffe  Road,  Stanley  Road,  and  Scot 
Lane.  Throughout  a greater  jiart  of  the  year  the  water,  from  about  8 a.m.  to  after  mid-day,  would  be 
either  altogether  absent,  or  reduced  to  a mere  dribble,  generally  the  former ; and  besides  causing  much 
inconvenience,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  conclude  that  such  a variable  supply  cannot  be  conducive  to  the 
health  of  those  consumers. 


In  April  I made  you  a special  report  on  the  condition  of  a number  of  ashpits  and  closets,  referring 
chiefly  t(j  those  situated  on  the  moorland,  and  jjointed  out  the  insufficiency  of  the  accommodation,  and 
general  defective  conditions.  The  suggestions  and  recommendations  I made  to  your  Council  at  a subse- 
quent meeting  arc,  I believe,  being  carried  out. 

The  other  diseases  most  prevalent,  over  which  your  Council  have  little  oi'  no  control,  were  Pneumonia 
ami  Bronchitis.  In  January  we  had  a laj'ge  luunber  of  cases,  and  in  June  Pneumonia  assumed  an  epi- 
deniic  form.  The  deaths  were  considerable,  but  not  great  in  comparison  to  the  number  of  cases  under 
notice. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  ages  and 

causes  o 

f death  d 

iiring  the 

year:  — 

1 and 

5 and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

All 

Under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

Ages 

1 year 

5 years 

15  years 

25  years 

65  years 

wards 

Whooping  Gough 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Alembranous  Croup... 

1 

1 

Entei'ic  Fever  ... 

3 

1 

2 

Epidemic  Influenza 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea 

9 

8 

1 

Phthisis 

6 

1 

5 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

9 

4 

3 

1 

1 

Cancer,  iMalignant  Disease  ... 

6 

5 

1 

Bronchitis 

16 

3 

2 

6 

5 

Pneonnonia 

28 

10 

2 

1 

2 

11 

2 

Pleurisy 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Resjjiratory  Organs 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

8 

8 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition 

1 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

7 

7 

Accidents 

3 

1 

2 

All  other  causes 

50 

15 

1 

6 

1 

11 

16 

All  causes 

151 

49 

10 

9 

4 

o4i 

25 

The  deaths  due  to  the  pi’incipal  Zymotic  diseases  were  : -■ 


Whooping  Cough 1 equal  to  a death  I’ate  of  T per  1000  per  annum. 

Diphtheria I „ „ „ -1 

Enteric  Fever  3 „ ,,  „ -3  ,,  „ 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  9 „ ,,  ,,  1-07  ,,  „ 
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Total  Zymotic  rate  1'67  per  1000  per  annum. 


Those  due  to  the  other  more  prevalent  disease.s  were:- 


Pneumonia  28  equal  to  a death  rate  of  3 '3  per  1000  per  annum. 

Bronchitis  16  „ „ 1'9  „ „ 

Heart  Disease  7 „ „ „ -8 

Accidents  3 „ „ „ -3 

Plithisis  6 „ „ „ 7 


The  average  death  rate  during  last  10  years — 187. 

The  average  birth  rate  during  last  10  years  — 35‘2. 

The  average  death  rate  under  1 year,  to  every  1000  births — 164-4. 


Forty-nine  deaths  occurred  amongst  children  under  1 year  of  age  which  would  give  a rate  of  149-8  per 
1000  births  which  shows  a decided  improvement  over  many  pi-eceding  years,  the  average  of  the  preceding 
10  years  being  164-4. 


ASPULL,  near  WIGAN, 


2jtli  fanita}'}!,  rgo^. 


To  the  Chmiinan  and  Members  of  the  Aspnll  Urban  District  Councit. 


Gentle  ji1':n, 

T [beg  to  submit  to  yon  my  Animal  Report  for  the  year  1904,  together  witli  the  lists  aiicl 
tables  required  by  llie  Local  Government  Board  and  County  Council. 


It  affords  me  much  pleasure  in  being  able  to  tell  )'ou  that  the  health  during  the  period  mentioned 
has  been  most  satisfactory.  There  have  been  fewer  deatlis  than  during  any  year  since  1895,  whilst  more 
births  have  been  registered  than  in  any  year  since  1896;  also  the  infantile  mortality  shows  a marked 
decrease. 


The  number  of  zymotic  diseases  reported  show  a considerable  diminution  compared  with  previous 
years,  and  the  zymotic  mortality  will  be  found  very  low.  141  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district, 
and  10  of  residents  in  institutions  out  of  the  district,  making  total  151  and  giving  a death  rate  of  18.01. 

Births=327 — Males  167,  Females  160=birth  rate  of  39‘02. 

The  following  table  of  Births  and  Deaths  may  be  interesting : — 

BIRTHS.  DEATHS. 


Boys. 

Gills 

Total. 

Birth  Bate. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Death  Rate. 

January  

7 

18 

25 

.35-75 

6 

12 

18 

25-74 

February  

...  16 

9 

25 

.35-75 

8 

7 

15 

21-45 

IMarch 

19 

17 

36 

51-55 

4 

10 

14 

20-04 

April  

...  15 

12 

27 

38-61 

8 

4 

12 

17-16 

^fay  

....  20 

1.3 

33 

47-19 

4 

7 

11  . 

15-7.3 

June  

....  11 

16 

27 

38-61 

1 

7 

8 

11-45 

Jaly 

...  14 

6 

20 

28-60 

9 

2 

11 

15-73 

August  

. . 16 

12 

28 

40-08 

4 

5 

9 

12-87 

September  

....  12 

21 

33 

47-19 

11 

4 

15 

21-45 

October  

....  15 

10 

25 

35-75 

5 

7 

12 

17-16 

November  

....  6 

1.3 

19 

27-17 

5 

9 

14 

20-04 

December  

....  16 

1.3 

29 

41-57 

7 

5 

12 

17-16 

167 

160 

327 

.39-02 

72 

79 

151 

18-01 

